
NOTED SCULPTOR DONATES WORK TO 
WISCONSIN YOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRAS

Violin with Balls, 2009, Fletcher Benton
73 x 15 x 17 inches, painted steel and wood

Fletcher Benton (b. 1931 Jackson, Ohio) is a sculptor of international 

acclaim and is recipient of the 2008 International Sculpture Center Lifetime 

Achievement in Contemporary Sculpture. His work is represented in galleries, 
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Violin with Balls was created by Benton in early 2009 for the Wisconsin Youth 

Symphony Orchestras' Art of Note project (artofnote.org). The sculpture is offered 

at auction with on-line bidding beginning June 1, 2009 and closing at noon Central 
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time on November 13. For information about bidding and to certify an on-line bid, 
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Retail value, $18,000. Opening bid, $9,000.

The Youth Orchestra is privileged to bring the availability of this piece to the attention of 

galleries, private individuals, and public collectors.

In "Fletcher Benton: The Purpose of Harmony," author and art critic Carter Ratcliff observes, 

"Face to face with his works, we focus on the interplay of line and curve, plane and angle, 

not on concepts, however exalted. Yet his art is imbued with the ideas of difference and 

harmony, multiplicity and individuality, and they insinuate themselves into our looking."

Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestras (WYSO) is a regional 501(c)3 organization based 

at the University of Wisconsin in Madison, but operating independently. Established in 
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ensembles and experience in solo performance. WYSO's mission is to provide excellence in 

musical opportunities for young people (http://wyso.music.wisc.edu).
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Violin with Balls, 2009, Fletcher Benton
73 x 15 x 17 inches, painted steel and wood.
Side and back view.


